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From Ypres we returned by the same road to Bruges, and on the following day were fortunate enough to witness the victorious re-entry of the King of the Belgians, with his Consort and son, into the old Flemish Capital of Belgium. This took place on October 25, and as we were given most excellent seats on the balcony of the " Gouvernement Provincial " looking out on the ancient square, we had a wonderful view of this touching ceremony. At an early hour of the morning the city was agog with excitement. Probably more flags were displayed than ever before, amongst them figuring those of the Allies. At nine o'clock vast crowds had assembled in the square and the streets leading to it. Every window was filled with sightseers. At ten the Burgomaster and Aldermen took up their position on the steps of the " Gouvernement Provincial." The ancient Cathedral's " Bell of Triumph " rang out its greeting to the returning King. After the Belgian National Anthem, the wonderful bells of Bruges chimed out " God Save the King " and the " Marseillaise," in honour of Belgium's faithful Allies! Aeroplanes circled overhead and were greeted with loud cheers. Amongst the decorations of the square was a double line of British Naval signal flags, floating from the tower of the old belfry. These flags had been captured by German U-boat commanders from British merchant ships, and had been stored by them, doubtless to be brought forth in Berlin to add to German triumph on some future occasion ! I thought it a touching if mute tribute to Belgium's feeling for England that those flags left behind in the hurry of the Huns' departure should figure so conspicuously on this great day. At eleven o'clock the royal278                  'INDISCRETIONS'
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